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Critics auestion accuracy o 
book on mercenary s exploits 


Bv William Tuohy \ j 

Los Angeles Times \ 

LONDON - U reads lik^ * ' 
James Bond thriller, bat an »u- 
thor's-note insists that evciyto- 1 
cide'nt in this book is true, and &e 
people are all real. \ 

’ Writing under the pseudonyp 
_ i ntvers the author describe 
himself as an antlterrortst kind 
hlms 5 Hv the SAS. Britain’s Sp«\ 
SaJ Service. The book, entitle^ 
-tv,. Qnecialist." has been pub- i 
llshed inBritain and Is now out to 
the United States. 

11 jacket . It that Btv- 

m "hi hur-' 1 1RA terronaa-ttf i 

- nr - g in Kurot* the 

PA -! ^ocggslnated Basque terrgr- 


book] sa vs about firearms or bal- 
listics is either wrong or misquot- 
ed from technical journals. 


ict irnnrr g L>1 ^* - — 

r i.ri comma ndo raios 

carried out covert ^ missions in ! 
Lebanon -to help protect US Ma* • 
rlnes and W US Speci al Forces j. 
teams on a -missio n \n assassinate j 


‘I wiww.._ T - — 

Syrian intelligence officers. 

A colorful account of derring- 
do. the book has generated contrcr 
versy here because knowledgeable 
military people have seriously 
questioned its accuracy. V , 

Brig. M.F. Hobbs, the British 
army's director of public relations; 
who has served in Ulster. , said: - 
'''The passages in the book that rev 
;fer to Northern Ireland do not ap- 
t — if to . bear an y resemblance to 
Jityatall.” % > ■- • '•! 

Another British officer .said, -i 
Uat to '’anyone who knows how. 
tl^ SAS works on the inside, it 
■rings all wrong.”.- 
-T- \ ballistics specialist. Peter El-,., 
lot. Was quoted in the Sunday. 
'Time, as saving: “Everything [the 

/Vs*--. ■ \- ; - y i 


Publishers stand by author 

Nevertheless, the book s Brit- 
ish publishers. Sidgwick & Jack- 
son and Rivers’ agent. George 
Greenfield of John Farquharson 
Ltd., are standing by Rivers. i 
•j have every reason to believe 
his account is accurate.” Green- 
field said. “I’ve checked the story 
with some SAS sources of my 
own." 

According to the London Sun- 
dav Times, Gayle Rivers is the 
pseudonym of Raymond Brooks, 
the 37 -year-old head of Mes 
Corp.. a Swiss-based arms firm 
that has run into financial diffi 
culties. The newspaper 
Brooks o nce volunt eered for a n^ 

SAS reserve unit but failed to 

qualify for extended service. 

Neither Sidgwick & Jackson, 
nor the American publishers. 
Stein & Day, will acknowledge 
that Gavle Rivers is Brooks. 

Sol Stein, president of Stein & 
Day. said: ”1 am satisfied that 
Gayle Rivers is who he says he is 
and did what he says he did.” 

Thp American publisher sug- 


-We bought the book on the basis 
that U was offered 1 am not In a 
™s!.» to judpua veracity. 0~ 
P Q - to relv on publishers all the 

SSe 1 making )uO S nt«ma U* 

these.” 

mater i- 



i lie ,rwi iui 

pests that British new spaper arti- 
cles that raise doubts a p out Ritt- 
ers’ st ory are “disinfoi'iuation. ■ 
nlanted bv intelligen ce agencies 
that oo not want t o admit to hav- 
ing used Rivers services . 

. Parts of the book have been se- 
rialized in the London Sunday 
Mall, and the book has been cho- 
sen by the Military Book Society 
in London as its April selection. 

Howard- Cooley, an officer of 
the Military Book Society * sa id: 


from Beirut after the bombing of 
Marine headquarters there. . w 
- Rivers is summoned to Beirut 
and paid $ 160,000 to lead a five- 
_. n c.neeial Forces team in a raid 
on a Druze apartment building to 
West Beirut. The mission: to cap- 
ture or kill three senior Syrian to 

telligence officers. 

' -po carrv out the operation, Riv 
essays, 'he and his associate 

uid mountaineering techniques 

L to cross from, one bulldmg tojm 
t'other, and" he says they killed a 
1- dozen Druze and Syrians. — , 

[ wlth_US 

^"rations l " HHrut uuestlop 
«)Lther the US Marine ^ £ -P r 
rv ntral Intelligent -Agency. 
» Goth oi wri ^h are said w WzjjgT 
I his selec tion wouio callog 

• 1; | ^iss-ba ^-d mercenary to lead 
| such a raid,., ' 
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